
Saugeen District Secondary School 

Grade Twelve Applied English ENG4C 

Course Content and Evaluation 

This course emphasizes the consolidation of literacy, communication, and critical and creative thinking skills necessary for 
success in academic and daily life. Students will analyse a variety of informational and graphic texts, as well as literary texts 
from various countries and cultures, and create oral, written, and media texts in a variety of forms for practical and academic 
purposes. An important focus will be on using language with precision and clarity and developing greater control in writing. The 
course is intended to prepare students for college or the workplace. 
 

Units of Study 
Evaluation 
(% of Term Mark) 

% of Final 
Mark 

1. Short Fiction and Non-Fiction Unit (14 classes) 
Students will read and study a variety of short fiction and non-fiction 
to understand the use of narrative and technical language. 

 Personal response (5%) 

 Test (7.5%) 

70% 

2. Poetry (6 classes) 
By studying the use of figurative language in poetry, the students 
will learn the nuances of meaning capable in the English language. 

 Personal response (5%) 

 Sight poem test (5%) 

3. Grammar (6 classes) 
Students will learn to identify and correct in their own writing the 
following common errors: capitalization, sentence errors, commonly 
misspelled words, apostrophe errors, pluralization errors. 

 Grammar test (5%) 

 Usage in writing assignments 

4. Novel Unit: What's Eating Gilbert Grape by Peter Hedges (24 
classes) 

This is the story of a twenty-four-year-old grocery clerk who dreams 
of leaving the small town he lives in. This book is funny and the 
characters are definitely unique. This book made the top of several 
reading lists, one of which called "10 Books to Help Make a 
Teenager Feel More Human."  

 Personal response (5%) 

 Chapter tests (10)% 

 Formal in-class essay (10%) 

5. Play: Leaving Home by David French (14 classes) 
In Leaving Home we are introduced to the Mercer family, 
immigrants from Newfoundland to Toronto, struggling to find their 
way in the late 1950s. Ben has just graduated from high school, and 
his brother Billy’s wedding is imminent. But conflicts with their 
volatile father, Jacob, threaten to destroy the family and the life 
they’ve carved out for themselves. 

 Personal response (5%) 

 Test (7.5%) 

6. Novel Unit: The Road by Cormac McCarthy (24 classes) 
Cormac McCarthy’s tenth novel, The Road, is a disturbing yet deeply 
personal work. Some unnamed catastrophe has plagued the world 
which is inhabited by the last remnants of humankind. Bands of 
cannibals roam the roads as a father and his son walk alone through 
this ravaged landscape trying to survive. 

 Personal response (5%) 

 Chapter tests (10%) 

 Formal in-class essay (10%) 

7. Homework Assignments 
Regular checks of homework assignments. Incomplete or late 
homework assignments will not receive full marks. 

 Homework (10%) 

8. Final Exam (2 hours) 
A final exam must be written in this course during the exam period.  

The exam is scheduled for Tuesday, 
June 23, 2020. All students must write 
the exam to earn their credit. 

30% 

 
End of term 1—Tuesday, April 14, 2020. 
End of term 2--Thursday, June 18, 2020. 


